
Ridge Gives Back 

Giving Back to our Veterans  

On Tuesday, April 24th, a group of Ridge students boarded a 
bus heading toward the Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church 
to have brunch with the veterans from the Lyon’s Veterans 
Facility in town.  The students decorated the dining room of 
the church and eagerly awaited the arrival of our honored 
guests. The students assisted the veterans in taking their 
seats and then began to serve each veteran his brunch.  The 
students spent the next 1 ½ hours talking to the veterans and 
engaging in conversation. As an observer of the scene, I 
cannot eloquently do justice to the pride felt upon watching 
our young men and women of Ridge High School as they 
listened intently to the stories told of past service, as well as 
daily happenings at the hospital.  At the conclusion of our 
brunch, many of the Ridge students walked the veterans out 
to their buses and waited until all were onboard before going 
into the church to help the others clean the dining room. I am 
so proud of our students for the maturity they exhibited at this 
event.   
 
On Wednesday, April 25th a group of Ridge High School 
students gathered in the teachers’ cafeteria of the school to 
begin the task of sorting and organizing the many supplies 
donated by the Basking Ridge community for the many 
populations at the Lyon’s Veterans Affairs Hospital in Basking 
Ridge. With only plastic Ziploc bags, some large boxes and a 
few laundry baskets the students began sorting.   After more 
than two hours, the students had more than 50 bags filled with 
emery boards, nail polish, combs, hair brushes, lotions, and 
lip gloss, all of which were designated to be delivered to the 
female veterans at the Lyon’s facility. In addition to this, the 
students managed to fill more than 50 “Daily Living” kits for 
family members who wish to spend the night with their 
veteran. These bags included disposable face wipes, 
shampoos, soaps, toothbrushes, toothpaste and disposable 
razors. The students also organized more than 50 sketch 
pads, paints, paint brushes, glue sticks (glitter and original), 
and scrapbooking items (stickers, pages, stamps)  into three 
large boxes. Finally, the students organized three large 
laundry baskets with new underwear, socks, undershirts, 
sheets, blankets and pillows for the homeless veterans of the 
facility. Through all of this, the students worked cooperatively 
and seemed to take such pride in their helping those in need. 
We should all be very proud of the work done by these young 
men and women. —Elizabeth Seiffert 

“The Ridge Gives Back Program 
was a great success.  It was well-
planned and coordinated by our 
dedicated staff and provided 
students with valuable 
opportunities to make meaningful 
contributions to both our school 
and the community at-large. 

-Drew Krause, Principal 
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A Day of Giving at Ridge 
Ridge High School students who were not required to 

take one or more of the PARCC assessments had 

the opportunity to participate in two days of giving 

back to the community and to those in need.  The 

enthusiasm of the students and staff was contagious 

and we hope this is something we can continue for 

years to come!  We want to thank all of those who 

helped put this together, share pictures and stories 

about our experiences over these memorable and 

meaningful  two days! 

The Boudinot-Ross-Southard Estate - Basking Ridge, NJ   
The historical legacy of The Ross Farm dates back to the earliest days of American history. This historic 
property near downtown Basking Ridge has been revitalized by The Friends of Boudinot-Ross-Southard 
to combine History, Landscape, Art, Music, and Theater in one of the most beautiful settings in the area. 
In addition, they maintain a garden that last year supplied over 2,000 pounds of food to local food 
banks.   
  “The students really were wonderful - they brought a great energy to the place and it was nice see-
ing them work together. Some of it was mindless work - cleaning windows, wiping down furniture, 
sweeping out corners - but it was so needed and made a difference for us! I’ll miss having them 
around ;)”           
 - Nola Hanson,  
Friends of the Boudinot-Ross-Southard  
Estate 



Market Street Mission- Morristown, NJ 
“The Market Street Mission ministers to the homeless, 
helpless, and hopeless in Northern NJ, by meeting their 

physical, emotional, and 
spiritual needs through a 
structured program which 
enables them to lead re-
sponsible, productive 
lives.”  Last year, MSM 
provided over 90,000 
meals and 30,000 shelter 
nights to individuals in 
need, and distributed 

2,500 coats and 1,200 backpacks filled with school sup-
plies.  
 
Ridge students went to both Market Street Mission’s 
central facility and thrift store on Tuesday, April 24th.  At 
the main location, students created no-sew blankets by 
cutting fringe into the fleece fabric and then tying the 
fringe ends together to create a warm and sturdy blanket 
for community members in need.  After crafting the blan-
kets, the students had the opportunity to tour Market 
Street’s facility and learn about the services they have 
provided to the community for over a century. At the thrift 
store location, our students were given the opportunity to 
take a behind the scenes tour to learn how the thrift 
store provides necessary items to the community at a 
low price while helping to raise money to fund Market 
Street’s various programs, such as distributing over 
5,000 coats to people in need on the first Saturday of 
No- vember each 
year on the Mor-

ristown 

On Wednesday, April 25th, a group 
of Ridge High students traveled to 
Morristown to help the staff of Mar-
ket Street Mission pack backpacks 
for students in need.  Our students 
were able to pack 140 backpacks at 
our time at the Mission and then 
boxed all the backpacks for easy 
distribution. Market Street Mission 
has donated over 10,000 backpacks 
over the past few years and were so 
appreciative for our assis-
tance.  After we finished with the 
backpacks, the students were able 
to take a tour of the central facility, 
including the kitchen & dining hall 
which provide meals for those in 
need, the chapel area that sleeps up 
to twenty people a night, the upstairs 
rooms in which the men stay if they 
decide to enter the program at Mar-
ket Street to turn their lives around 
and the classroom in which they can 
study for their GEDs and more ad-
vanced degrees.   

Matheny- Peapack, NJ 
Matheny is a special hospital and school whose “mission is to provide exceptional care and an optimal quality 
of life for children and adults with special needs and medically complex developmental disabilities.”   
 
On Tuesday, April 24, a group of Ridge students traveled to the Matheny School, a special education school for 
children and adults with medically complex developmental disabilities.  We lucked out with the weather and the 
students were able to spend the day outside cleaning up the gardens to prepare for planting.  The Matheny 
residents will now be able to grow flowers, herbs, and vegetables throughout the spring and summer.  The 
students brought hyacinths, tulips, and pansies, which were generously donated by the Great Swamp 
Greenhouses, to plant around the property, and which the residents and staff will be able to enjoy for years to 
come. The students had an amazing experience and the staff and residents were very appreciative of their 
efforts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Wednesday April 25, our students were able to travel to the Matheny School again to assist with a variety of 
tasks.  They updated bulletin boards, helped out in classrooms, and worked with the residents to pack “brave 
bags”.  These are decorated canvas bags that hold a variety of kid-friendly activities such as coloring books & 
crayons, bouncy balls, and card games which local police officers can give to comfort distraught children during 
traumatic events.  All of our students had an amazing experience volunteering at Matheny and many of them 
plan to go back again on their own. It was a wonderful experience for all involved.  -Suzanne Ward 
 
“The kids worked on educational posters, aided in music and dance classes, presented care bags to the 
Flemington Police Department and interacted with the staff and residents.  We had an amazing group of Ridge 
students who truly represented our school in such a positive light.“  -Mary Ellen Peters and Sandy Whelan 
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Blessing Bag Brigade 
 
Blessing Bag Brigade is a non-profit organization 
geared towards assisting the homeless with basic 
necessities.  Blessing Bags consist of basic hygiene 
products (shampoo, soap etc.) as well as a new pair 
of socks and snacks. 
 
On Tuesday April 24th, Kevin Garrison, the founder 
of Blessing Bags, came to Ridge High School to give 
a presentation about his organization and their mis-
sion in creating blessing bags to give out to the 
homeless.  Students learned about homelessness 
and how everyday necessities can truly brighten 
someone’s day. Ridge students spent time writing 
inspirational quotes and positive notes to be included 
in each bag. Once completed, the students began to 
organize the supplies that were donated into differ-
ent piles, and assembling the bags. By the end of 
the day, the students had assembled 179 blessing 
bags! The students were excited about making a 
difference in their community, and the only recom-
mendation they had for the event was to involve 
even more students next year! -Mary Piasecki 

Family Promise of Morris County, Morristown, NJ 
 
Family Promise of Morris County is a non-sectarian, not-for-
profit organization dedicated to ending the crisis of homeless-
ness faced by Morris County families by partnering with other 
public and private agencies, religious congregations and 
community volunteers to provide shelter, case management 
and mentoring services leading to self-sufficiency. 
 
On Wednesday April 25th a group of Ridge High School stu-
dents spent the morning making peanut butter and jelly sand-
wiches, and assembling lunch bags completed with a granola 
bar and apple. After the students completed their assembly, 
they listened to  a presentation about homelessness from 
Blessing Bag founder, Kevin Garrison. The students then 
loaded the 179 blessing bags completed on Tuesday, along 
with 200 bagged lunches onto a school bus headed for a 
shelter in Morristown. Upon their arrival, the students were 
greeted by the shelter coordinator of Our Promise.  Students 
learned about the resources that Our Promise provides, and 
were able to ask questions about the process and day-to-day 
operations of the day center. Students were actively engaged 
in the discussion and asked poignant, honest questions 
about homelessness and resources. 



Donations: 

Aramark      

Stop & Shop      

Great Swamp Greenhouses 

LUSH         

Athleta      

Starbucks Riverwalk    

Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church 

Bernards Township Board of Education 

   

 

Behind the Scenes: 

Sireen Hashem     

Dennis Drake     

Matt Lyons     

Mary Russoniello 

Pat Miller 

Roseann Troulos      

Kathy D’Armiento 

Lisa Miano 

Kristen Winters Johnson 

Dave Elder 

 

Organizations: 

Market Street Mission   

Matheny    

VA of Lyons Road 

Blessing Bags 

Communities in Crisis  

Chaperones: 

Mary Ellen Peters 

Greg Zande    

Ray Schnell    

Celia Beekman   

Mary Jane McNally 

Jackie Treanor   

Peggy Wu    

Linda Cuccaro   

Kathy Stotler    

Emily Coates    

Ally Savino     

Sandy Whelan      

Student Volunteers       

Behind the Scenes: 

Lucy Wei                          

Andrea Lan                   

Sammi Laham                                            

Bella Trucco                   

Lauren Cresanti              

Jasmine Mathai              

A Special Thank You to 

the Teacher Organizers: 

Mary Piasecki                        

Elizabeth Seiffert                           

Suzanne Ward 

Community in Crisis   
The mission of Community in Crisis is “To create a community united in 
fighting the heroin/opiate crisis, reducing the stigma of addiction and pre-
venting overdose deaths.  Our vision is to be a model community for sub-
stance abuse prevention and education: changing lives, enabling futures. 
Our mission is to create a community united in fighting the heroin/opiate 
crisis, reducing the stigma of addiction and preventing overdose deaths 
among youth.  We represent a “it takes a village” approach to the opioid 

epidemic, attacking the problem at the local level by marshaling local resources. Interventions are 
designed to meet unique community needs and to produce sustainable environmental change.” 

 
“Today's Ridge Gives Back experience was outstanding. The kids gave really open feedback to Community in 
Crisis regarding substance abuse issues among their peers.  They students also told me that they wished this 
was mandatory for all students as many didn't sign up and really would have enjoyed it. I would encourage us 
to work with CIC again. Thank you for this opportunity. It was awesome!”  -Kathy Stotler, K-12 World Lan-
guage Supervisor 
 
“Thanks again so very much for your amazing support this morning. The kids were awesome; we thrive on 
their energy and enthusiasm and feel so blessed to have had their time and talent at the Hub today.”  - Andi 
Williams, Executive Director,, Community Outreach and Development, Community in Crisis 


